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Waterview Inn update 

As winter approaches and temperatures drop, the urgency of finding solutions for people who lack decent, 
affordable shelter has escalated for the All Nations Health Partners. Earlier this month, a working group was struck 
to address the processes and logistics required to convert the Waterview Hotel – recently leased by the Kenora 
District Services Board (KDSB) – into COVID isolation and emergency housing units.  

Spearheaded by Kenora Association for Community Living and Waasegiizhig Nanaandawe’iyewigamig, the group 
has been preparing to welcome those people most in need to the Inn, and to ensure the safety and dignity of all 
prospective residents. Some of their work includes: 

▪ adjusting building layout and completing renovations to ensure safety and security for residents and 
support workers 

▪ hiring staff to provide 24/7 onsite support 
▪ coordinating partners providing wraparound supports for residents 
▪ designing an application process for tenants 

Six of the units will be designated for persons waiting for COVID test results, or who have tested positive for 
COVID, and have no place to safely self-isolate. Those persons will be monitored to ensure they receive 
appropriate medical attention, and by safely isolating will reduce the risk of exposure in the community. Plans also 
call for family-friendly space for families who are unable to return home while they await results. WNHAC will be 
coordinating the isolation space. 

Ten short-term supported housing units will target those who are most vulnerable within the homeless population. 
The partners are keenly aware that the demand for housing far outstrips the available supply, and finding a fair 
and equitable way to decide who will be able to access these units is critical. 

At this point, the group is waiting for fire and safety inspection reports based on proposed space use plans, which 
are required to inform renovations. In the meantime, persons who want to be considered for housing can access 
forms at the emergency shelter, Morningstar, Compassionate Kenora, Fellowship Centre, CMHA Kenora, and the 
mobile outreach van, or they can stop by the KDSB offices. Recognizing that the weather will only get colder, the 
partners are doing everything they can to move this work forward as quickly as possible.  
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