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Purpose of Toolkit and
How to Use:
The purpose of this toolkit it to provide communities served by both Kenora Chiefs Advisory
and Waasegiizhig Nanaandawe’iyewigamig Health Access Centre information regarding the
COVID 19 vaccine, to allow for informed decision making in regards to immunization.
The Information provided in this tool kit comes from the following trusted and validated
sources. If you are sharing information as leadership or health directors in your community, the
following links are guiding the Kenora Chiefs Advisory (KCA) and Waasegiizhig
Nanaandawe’iyewigamig Health Access Centre (WNHAC) in their Vaccine Readiness and
Delivery planning:
1. https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirusinfection/prevention-risks/covid-19-vaccine-treatment.html#a4
2. https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-vaccinesontario?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIjvi5_Ym67gIVLfjjBx0hyAhGEAAYASAAEgJjrfD_BwE#covi
d-19-immunization-program
3. https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1606941379837/1606941507767

The KCA Covid Vaccine Task Force has partnered with WNHAC and NWHU and we are ready
to distribute vaccines as soon as they are made available. As a community it is important to
be educated, aware and know the facts as well as give all community members time to learn
about the vaccine so they can be ready to make an informed decision when the vaccine clinic
comes to your community. IT is a choice, and there will be more than one opportunity,
however, the time between availability of vaccines may be substantial so people need to be
sure of their decision and what the pros and cons are of their decision.
KCA and WNHAC are working together on the KCA Covid Vaccine Task Force Education and
Communication Working Group to provide guidance on best practice and information and
awareness materials to be shared across First Nation communities. We are creating local
videos and material so your community can hear from local leadership, health care providers
and community members about the COVID-19 Vaccine in a way that resonates and makes
sense to our people.
What can community leadership and health care teams do to support vaccine readiness?
Share information and educate community members with information from accurate and
reliable sources. The following is a starting point of what to share with your members so
people start learning the facts and having their questions about the vaccine answered.
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KCA COVID-19 Vaccine Task Force
The Covid-19 Vaccination roll out planning began in Canada with the announcement that Canada had
approved the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines and that production and availability of the vaccine would
start in January 2021.
The KCA Vaccination Task Force was established and began meeting at the end of December 2020
with the purpose:
•

To identify key roles and responsibilities to make sure the communities we are
mandated to serve are ready for the roll out when it comes to Northwestern Ontario;

•

To identify key priorities and complete tasks that demonstrate to Authorities we are
ready for vaccines to be delivered;

•

To provide as many public education and awareness tools to the communities as
possible; and

•

To deliver effectively and safely as a coordinated team the roll out of vaccines to all
member communities;

The Task Force Team:

The KCA Vaccine Task Force is comprised of senior management from KCA, Executive Chiefs, public
health nurses and physicians a communications team, and members from partner organizations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chief Lorraine Cobiness- Niisaachewan Anishinaabe Nation and Board President
Chief Chris Skead- Wauzhushk Onigum Nation and Board Secretary-Treasurer
Joe Barnes- Executive Director, Kenora Chiefs Advisory
Daphne Armstrong- Director of Strategy and Innovation, Kenora Chiefs Advisory
Chief Howard Kabestra- Naotekamegwanning First Nation and Board Vice President
Anita Cameron- Executive Director, WNHAC
Connee Badiuk- Clinical Services Manager, WNHAC
Jillie Retson- Director of Primary Care Services, Kenora Chiefs Advisory
Vicki Barnes- Director of Nursing, Kenora Chiefs Advisory
Dr Kit Young Hoon- Medical Officer of Health, Northwestern Health Unit
Dr Jo Ann Majerovich- Indigenous Services Canada
Anneke Gillis- Special Project Coordinator, Kenora Chiefs Advisory
Brianna Skead- Communications Coordinator, WNHAC
Abbie Siroishka- Senior Executive Assistant and Communications Lead, Kenora Chiefs Advisory

Working Groups -Next Steps:
1. Leadership and Community Outreach Working Group – advocating for our communities as
priority
2. Vaccine Delivery Working Group – Training, reallocating and mobilizing a team for full
distribution and administration of vaccine roll-out (Physicians, nurses, administration and
support staff are collaborating to create a smooth delivery to community members)
3. Communications and Education Working Group – Providing support to communities for their
own readiness. Creating public education tools.
4. Storage and Transportation – Keeping the vaccines safe for use and tracking the line of
custody.
Vaccine Community Tool Kit

4

COVID-19 Vaccine Information for Ontario
•
•
•
•

Vaccines are safe, effective and the best way to protect you and those around you from serious
illnesses like COVID-19.
The coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine does not cause a coronavirus infection. It helps to build up
your immunity.
Vaccines work with your immune system so your body will be ready to fight the virus if you are
exposed. This can reduce your risk of developing COVID-19 and make your symptoms milder if
you do get it.
After independent and thorough scientific reviews, Health Canada has approved two vaccines
for use in Canada:
o Pfizer-BioNTech– approved on December 9, 2020.

o Moderna – approved on December 23, 2020. Moderna vaccine is easier to transport and store
safely. Because of this, the government plans to administer the Moderna vaccine in long-term
care homes, congregate settings that provide care for seniors and more rural and remote
communities.
• Both vaccines require two doses.
• After two doses, they are expected to be 94-95% effective.

Vaccine safety
•

Only vaccines that Health Canada determines to be safe and effective will be approved for
use in Canada.

•

This means the vaccines:
o were tested on a large number of people through extensive clinical trials
o have met all the requirements for health and safety approval

•

o will be monitored for any adverse reactions
Ontario’s plan to make sure vaccines remain safe includes:
o securely and safely transporting and storing vaccines at required conditions and
temperatures
o establishing safe clinic spaces to give people immunizations, including providing the
required training to those administering vaccines

•
•

o monitoring for any adverse reactions or side effects
Read more information on vaccines and vaccine authorization updates from the Government of
Canada.
Check Ontario.ca/covidvaccine regularly for up-to-date information on the vaccine and
implementation phases.
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Vaccine Infographics/Fact Sheets:
Social Copy (EN) and Link
256 characters max.

#

As we continue to roll out the vaccines, it is
critical that all Ontarians continue to follow
#PublicHealth measures to keep everyone safe
and healthy, especially during the #holiday
season. This is your best and only defence against
#COVID19. Ontario.ca/coronavirus

244

The #COVID19vaccine has undergone rigorous
tests, including clinical trials that are globally
recognised. @GovCanHealth also reviews all
vaccines for safety, quality and efficacy prior to
authorizing them for use in Canada.

223

Keeping Ontarians healthy and safe is our top
priority

NA

Continue to follow public health advice:
✓ Avoid social gatherings
✓ Wear a mask when required
✓ Practise physical distancing
✓ Wash your hands frequently
✓ Download the COVID Alert app

Facebook
As we continue to roll out the vaccines, it is
critical that all Ontarians continue to follow
public health measures to keep everyone safe
and healthy, especially during the holiday season.
This is your best and only defence against COVID19. Ontario.ca/coronavirus
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Continue to follow public health advice:

✓ Avoid social gatherings
✓ Wear a mask when required
✓ Practise physical distancing
✓ Wash your hands frequently
✓ Download the COVID Alert app
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Social Media – Suggestions for Community Posts:
The following list of social media posts has been suggested by SLFNHA. These may help you with
some ideas of what to say when you are posting information and awareness materials on your
community sites:
COVID-19 Vaccine Social Media
Possible Post Content
Equipping ourselves with a new tool
The COVID-19 vaccine is another tool that can help keep communities safe. More information will be
coming soon. Continue to practice everything you've learned and keep up to date with reputable
sources.
Let’s do all we can
We have adapted and learned so much over the course of this pandemic. And soon, we will have a new
layer of protection available to our community.
Adding another tool to the belt
Health Canada has added the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine and the Moderna vaccine to its public health
tool belt. More protection against COVID-19 is on its way. Hooray!
Adding the vaccine to the toolbox
The Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines have been approved by Health Canada. More protection
against COVID-19 is on its way. Hooray!
Together the solution is much closer
Unprecedented funding and resources were put towards developing COVID-19 vaccines. By working
together, an effective and safe COVID-19 vaccine has been created that will soon be available to us.
Keep doing all you can to stay safe and informed.
Sharing existing research
Coronaviruses aren’t new. In fact, some researchers have been studying them for decades and were
ready to start researching a COVID-19 vaccine when the first data emerged in January. This
commitment and passion for vaccine research is one of the reasons why we have an effective and safe
COVID-19 vaccine less than a year since the first cases emerged. And that is something to celebrate.
The power of together
Ever heard the expression ‘two heads are better than one’? Well, that was certainly the case for our
vaccine research. With lots of support, our researchers have been able to develop COVID-19 vaccines
in record time. They didn’t skip any steps. They just had lots of funding and worked really hard,
together. #Vaccine
Like matches, the vaccine is essential
A COVID-19 vaccine will soon be available to our communities. So now is the time to learn all we can
and prepare for the next step to protect ourselves and our communities from COVID-19.
Like safety vests, the vaccine is essential
A COVID-19 vaccine will soon be available to our communities. So now is the time to learn all we can
and prepare for the next step to protect ourselves and our communities from COVID-19.
No one likes to be caught unaware
Some things we can’t plan for. But other things we can. The COVID-19 vaccine will help provide
essential protection for our communities. Together, let’s prepare to receive the COVID-19 #Vaccine.
Less time doesn’t mean less safe
Our technologies and methods continue to evolve. While the COVID-19 vaccine was developed in
record breaking time, researchers did not skip any steps. They received lots of support and worked
together to make the development process as efficient as possible so we could have an effective and
safe COVID-19 vaccine as soon as possible.
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